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Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

West Central Region Air Program 
 LaCrosse Area Office 

3550 Mormon Coulee Road 
Room 104 

LaCrosse, Wisconsin 54601 
Fax 608-785-9990 

 
September 6, 2012 FILE CODE: 4530 

FID #: 627005280 

PERMIT #s: 12-MHR-176 

 627005280-P11 
Erica Grant, Operations Manager 

Atlas Resin Proppants, LLC 

P.O. Box 100  

N7532 County Road P 

Taylor, WI  54659 

Dear Ms. Grant: 

The West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office of the Department of Natural Resources has 

received the air pollution control permit application regarding the proposed replacement of two wet 

scrubbers with two recuperative thermal oxidizers and the significant revision of operation permit  

627005280-P10 for an existing resin-coated sand or ceramic pellets production facility located in Taylor, 

Wisconsin. The application as submitted is deemed incomplete. Please provide or address the following: 

It is the department’s opinion that Badger Mining – Taylor acts as a support facility to Atlas Resin 

Proppants - Taylor, because each of the following criteria specified in s. NR 406.02(1m), Wis. Adm. 

Code are met [as specified in s. NR 406.02(1m), Wis. Adm. Code]: 

1. Belong to the same industrial grouping, 

2. Are under the control of the same person or persons under common control, and 

3. Are located on one or more contiguous or adjacent properties.   

 

Here’s a discussion of the three criteria. 

 

Criteria 1:  Badger Mining – Taylor and Atlas Resin Proppants - Taylor meet this criterion because each 

is classified under the same SIC Group 14 – Nonmetallic Minerals, except fuels.  Further, it appears that 

each facility belongs to SIC Code 1446 – Industrial Sand, because each facility prepares industrial sand 

for uses other than construction.  Badger Mining produces industrial sand and Atlas Resin Proppants 

coats industrial sand.  SIC Code 2899 – Chemical and Chemical Preparation does not reflect operations at 

Atlas Resin, because Atlas does not manufacture chemicals or chemical preparations.  Instead, Atlas 

applies coatings to industrial sand. 

 

NOTE: Within an April 10, 2010 letter from David Fox, RMT to Tiffany Martin, Badger Mining 

Company, Atlas was listed as belonging to SIC Code 2899. 

 

In addition, a support facility is considered to be part of the same industrial grouping.  One reason that 

Badger Mining – Taylor is deemed to be a support facility to Atlas Resin – Taylor is because BMC – 

Taylor supplies 100% of the sand that Atlas Resin – Taylor receives. 

 

Criteria 2:   One reason that Badger Mining – Taylor and Atlas Resin Proppants - Taylor meet this 

criterion is because Badger Mining Corporation owns 100% of  Atlas Resin Proppants. 
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Criteria 3:  Badger Mining – Taylor and Atlas Resin Proppants - Taylor meet this criterion because the 

two facilities are located across County Highway P from each other and are linked by a railroad line from 

which industrial sand produced at Badger Mining – Taylor travels across County Highway P to Atlas 

Taylor.   

 

Because of that support facility relationship, potential emissions from Atlas Resin – Taylor need to 

include potential emissions from Badger Mining – Taylor.  When combining emissions from two 

facilities, potential nitrogen oxides emissions exceed the prevention of significant deterioration 

deterioration (PSD) major source threshold of 250 tons per year (see below). 

 

Maximum theoretical facilitywide NOx emissions from Atlas Resin – Taylor = 212 tons/year  

(as specified in application dated August 16, 2012) 

 

Potential facilitywide NOx emissions from Badger Mining – Taylor = 86 tons/year 

(as specified in preliminary determination for Permit # 627007260-F20) 

 

Total combined NOx emissions = 298 tons/year. 
 

Since potential emissions exceed the PSD major source threshold of 250 tons per year and federally-

enforceable conditions would have to be established if your facility wished to be a synthetic minor PSD 

source, this proposed project is not eligible for a commence construction waiver.   See s. NR 406.03(2)(f), 

Wis. Adm. Code.  To regain commence construction waiver eligibility, your facility may revise the 

project to reduce NOx emissions so that federally-enforceable conditions would not be required to keep 

NOx emissions below 250 tons per year (e.g. – revise the proposed control devices so that less NOx 

emissions can be generated). 

 

Please be advised that this is only an initial review. Additional information or revisions of the application 

materials may be needed as the review proceeds. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please 

feel free to contact me at (608) 785-9973. 

Sincerely, 

 /s/ Michael Ross 9/6/2012 

Michael Ross, P.E. 

West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office 

cc: Martin Sellers - West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office 

 Dawn Tiffany, Atlas Resin Proppants, LLC,  DTiffany@atlasresinproppants.com 

 Joe Liello, TRC Environmental Corporation, 150 North Patrick Blvd, Brookfield, WI 53045 

ARP-Taylor00848
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Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

West Central Region Air Program  
La Crosse Area Office 

3550 Mormon Coulee Road  
Room 104 

La Crosse, Wisconsin  54601 
Fax 608-785-9990 

 
October 9, 2012 FILE CODE: 4530 

FID #: 627005280 

PERMIT #s: 12-MHR-176 

 627005280-P11 
Erica Grant, Production Manager 

Atlas Resin Proppants, LLC 

P.O. Box 100  

N7530 County Road P 

Taylor, WI  54659 

Subject:  Commence Construction Waiver Request Approval 

Dear Ms. Grant: 

The West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office of the Department of Natural Resources has 

received a request for a waiver to commence replacing two wet scrubbers with two recuperative thermal oxidizers 

prior to obtaining an air pollution control construction permit under ss. 285.60(5m), Wis. Stats. and NR 406.03(2), 

Wis. Adm. Code at Atlas Resin Proppants’ Taylor, Wisconsin facility (Atlas Resin – Taylor).  The department has 

reviewed your request and justification for a waiver and has concluded that the request is approvable because it 

will not constitute a major source for prevention of significant deterioration purposes.  Further, the department has 

determined that granting a waiver is warranted in order to avoid undue hardship resulting from unique conditions, 

per s. NR 406.03(2)(b)2.d., Wis. Adm. Code.   

Specifically, the sooner that Atlas Resin – Taylor starts replacing the wet scrubbers with recuperative thermal 

oxidizers, the sooner the following economic and environmental benefits can be realized: 

1. Reduced maintenance, and associated downtime and operating costs attributed to recurring phenol build-up 

within the existing wet scrubbers; 

2. Reduced water consumption associated with eliminating the wet scrubbers, thereby reducing demands for 

groundwater from the onsite well; 

3. Eliminated usage, onsite storage, and handling of chemicals associated with the wet scrubbers (e.g., caustic 

soda); 

4. Reduced amount of wastewater generated that needs to be shipped offsite for treatment and disposal; and 

5. Significant reductions in air emissions of particulate matter, volatile organic compounds, phenol, and 

ammonia.  Significant reductions in phenol emissions will cause the facility to no longer be a major source of 

phenol, a federal hazardous air pollutant.  Significant reductions in ammonia emissions will allow resin usage 

restrictions to be removed from the air permit; consequently, allowing Atlas Resin – Taylor to utilize more of 

its manufacturing capacity. 

NOTE:  The department acknowledges that replacing the wet scrubbers with recuperative thermal oxidizers 

will yield increased nitrogen oxides emissions.  Should the department determine that Atlas – 

Taylor’s proposal to replace two wet scrubbers with two recuperative thermal oxidizers is 

approvable, the air pollution control construction permit will include all applicable air pollution 

control requirements, including requirements necessary to ensure that all acceptable ambient air 
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quality concentrations pertaining to nitrogen oxides are not exceeded.    

Please be advised that this approval does not waive the need to obtain any other required local, state or federal 

approvals, permits or licenses required to commence construction.  

Under no circumstances, may Atlas Resin – Taylor commence operation of the proposed new recuperative 

thermal oxidizers prior to obtaining an air pollution control construction permit.     

Atlas Resin – Taylor assumes all responsibility and liability if a construction permit is not issued by the 

department for the project under ss. 285.60(5m), Wis. Stats. and NR 406.03(2), Wis. Adm. Code. 

Atlas Resin – Taylor shall notify Marty Sellers of the Department’s West Central Region Air Program, La Crosse 

Area Office prior to commencing construction activities pursuant to this waiver.  And if required, your facility 

shall provide Marty any periodic reports on construction progress.   

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Michael Ross at (608) 785-9973. 

Sincerely,  

/s/ Michael Ross (for JAJ) 

Jeffery Johnson, Air Management Supervisor 

West Central Region Air Program 

cc: Michael Ross - West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office 

Martin Sellers - West Central Region Air Program, LaCrosse Area Office 

 Dawn Tiffany, Atlas Resin Proppants, LLC, P.O. Box 100, N7530 County Road P, Taylor, WI  54659 

 Joe Liello, TRC Environmental Corporation, 150 North Patrick Blvd, Suite 180, Brookfield, WI 53045-5854  

ARP-Taylor00850
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